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Tom Burns, the well known communicator, journalist and author, 
highlighted “one of the best kept secrets of Europe” regarding the  
City of Valencia, writing that “The future is on the banks of the Turia”. 

But this is a secret that is being rapidly revealed and shared by many 
people: investors, entrepreneurs, scientists, tourist agents, sports 
fans, students and professionals, and a long list more. 

The reason for this is that the City generates a strong interest in those 
that know it and get close to it, and not only for its excellent climate, 
gastronomy and the friendliness of its people. The heart of an urban 
area that loves the traditional (a great historical heritage) and the 
modern (the most pioneering public buildings and innovative town 
planning) with a renewed ambition that is now dazzling due to this 
equilibrium between tradition and modernity. 

In the present globalised panorama, Valencia finds itself at a decisive 
point of expansion and sustainable growth with an international 
projection, due to which it becomes the best choice for investing in 
business projects, research and development projects and, finally, in 
a professional, lifelong project. 

Definitively, the answer to the question “why Valencia?” is over­
whelming. Nowadays the city is the ideal place for investment, given 
the knowledge, competitiveness, communications and quality of life.

Juan Eduardo Santón Moreno
General Manager of the Strategy and

Development Centre of Valencia
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So, what lifestyle can I enjoy 
in the city?

Valencia strives for a suitable and attractive 

environment for the successful realisation 

of activities, and at the same time offers 

the best living conditions for its citizens. 

It allows you to lead a sustainable lifestyle, 

thanks to the ease of urban movement, 

the sense of safety, the healthcare and the 

environmental quality. All of this together 

ensures a high quality of life for those who 

work here. 

Valencia is backing sustainability and the urban environment.

·	Valencia enjoys an enviable climate all year long: average temperature: 
18.7°C, days greater than 25°C: 154. 

·	The city meets the highest environmental levels in quality of water 
cycle, selective urban waste collection, environmental education 
programmes and a high atmospheric quality. 

·	It holds emblematic and singular natural areas.  
· The Natural Park of the Albufera (21,119 ha) and Dehesa of El Saler. 

Only ten minutes from the city, this European wetland is an Area of 
Community Interest and protected area for birds with unique species 
of flora and fauna. 

· The city enjoys 24 km of beaches (7 beaches).
· It has invested in new urban spaces: Parque de Cabecera and 

Bioparc.
· 	It has an uncommon peculiarity around the city: the fertile orchards. 
· 	It has revitalised the old riverbed, turning it into the Turia Gardens.

·	Valencia is among the foremost Spanish cities in green areas 
(4,384,075 m2). 
· Urban greenness per inhabitant is at 5.5m2 and the total per inhabitant 

is 84,2 m2.
· It offers its citizens a great number of spaces for enjoyment: 11 urban 

parks (1,772,031 m2), 14 stretches of the River Turia Gardens (9km), 
more than 716 neighbourhood green spaces (25 parks and 691 gar­
dens, 500 of them with playgrounds) and 240 areas exclusively for 
children’s playgrounds. 

Valencia already has the external image of a city with a high quality of life 
and economic and social drive as well as the overseas projection given to 
the city by its own urban development and the state of constant change 
and evolution it lives and that surprises all the world.  

·	It develops sustainable town planning based on a strategic plan.
·	It has the most accessible housing prices, below the national average 

(2006): from 1,827 €/m2 to 2,469 €/m2 in Valencia, compared with 4,236 
€ in Barcelona, 3,916 € in Madrid and 2,908 € in Seville. Housing prices 
remain among the most moderate of the large cities, more in line with 
present income levels, and registers an increase less than the large 
Spanish cities. 

·	The family income level continues to rise more dynamically in 
comparison with the rest of Spanish cities (02) 11,500-(06) 19,057 €.
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Garden of the Hespérides

Valencia is betting on a quality, sustainable metropolitan mobility. 

·	The public transport system of Valencia consists of metro, tram, 
local trains and bus, with infrastructures in constant expansion and 
enlargement.

·	The public transport in Valencia is based on accessibility and respect 
for the environment, using non-contaminating fuels and alternative 
energy and interchangability.

·	Similarly, it has a large fleet of taxis, 67km of bicycle lanes, and 
convenient car parks.

Valencia is a safe place to live. Valencia is one of the safest cities, with 506 
firemen and 1,470 local police. 

Valencia cares for the health of its citizens.

·	The city possesses hospitals with multiple specialities:
·	 6 hospital centres, 4 specialist centres and 26 local clinics.
·	 More than 5,000 registered beds.
·	 Nearly 11,000 healthcare employees.

·	Social Security services for 100% of the population. 
·	The city’s health system benefits the citizens and businesses in two 

ways. It helps to maintain a workforce in good health and drastically 
reduces the costs of employee benefits.

·	Life expectancy is among the highest in the world: Women 83.3 years 
/ Men 76.1 years.
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